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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.Subsidies for Local Government all but Gone

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

In his Budget speech last week (see  http://www.budget.qld.gov.au), the Treasurer, Andrew Fraser, noted: 

An overhaul of local government subsidy programs will see future subsidies targeted at councils most in need. An additional $127 million is provided over the next two years to fund a program of significant works with a new capped scheme to be introduced from 1 July 2011. Our farsighted local government reforms were implemented to make councils stronger, and this reform aligns future funding with future need.

Historically water service providers have received between 40-50% subsidy on relevant Capital works.  Capital works that have generally been eligible for subsidies have involved expansion of water and sewerage schemes. The future changes to the Local Government Capital Work Subsidy arrangements were expected to include limiting subsidies at $127 million over the next two years and then an annual cap of $45 million that would be limited to councils ‘most in need’.

Last Friday, the State Government wrote to local Governments indicating which subsidies (with existing planning approval) will be honoured. There will be no other subsidies available until July 2011 when the new capping arrangement will be put in place. This change will have far-reaching impacts on the water industry and local government in general. Further information will be distributed when it comes to hand.

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. E.coli Fact Sheet

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

A new fact sheet on water quality testing for E. coli has been finalised by qldwater. The factsheet is aimed at a general audience and provides background information on why E.coli are measured and what exceedences of E. coli in water quality testing may mean. This fact sheet was created in response to a range of queries from members on the new requirements for monitoring and reporting of drinking water quality parameters, and particularly E.coli by Queensland water service providers. Further information on these requirements can be found in earlier e-flashes:

e-Flash # 56 - Changes to Drinking Water Quality Reporting Requirements.

e-Flash # 51 – Drinking Water Quality Templates.

e-Flash # 46 – Commencement of Drinking Water Quality Requirements.

http://www.qldwater.com.au/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=21&limit=20&limitstart=0&order=date&dir=DESC&Itemid=34 

The Fact sheet is available to members only from the qldwater website at www.qldwater.com.au (under main menu/downloads/fact sheets, members must log in first), and hard copies are being posted to all members. An editable version will be forwarded to members on request for the purposes of updating with local information and providing to the public.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. IWC Water Leader Scholarships

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Full and partial tuition Water Leader Scholarships are now open (www.watercentre.org/education/programs) to study Master of Integrated Water Management:
 
* Full scholarships – (AU$36,000) – cover tuition costs for the three semester program
* Bursaries
* Scholarships are available for full-time and part-time/distance study (part-time/distance study option for Australian citizens/residents only)

Applications need to be received by 1 August 2009. 

The International WaterCentre’s (IWC) Master of Integrated Water Management (also available as a Graduate Diploma and Certificate) challenges traditional approaches to water education. The program takes an inter-disciplinary, whole-of-water cycle approach and focuses on skill building and practical tools for improved and sustainable water management on a national and global scale. 
 
For applications, eligibility, timeline, and other details visit:
http://watercentre.org/education/programs/scholarships
Download the program brochure:
http://www.watercentre.org/education/Master_of_Integrated_Water_Management.pdf
Email: scholarships@watercentre.org
Call: +61 7 3123 7766

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
4. New Water Management Support Tool

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LGIS has developed a System Leakage Management Decision Support Model. This model is designed to assist water service providers across Queensland in determining their Economic Level of Leakage (ELL) for water infrastructure development, and in identifying and planning cost-effective water system leakage management projects. 

The model can be used to support: 
§        business cases 
§        applications in relation to grants and subsidies 
§        System Leakage Management Plans, and 
§        business decisions on operations and maintenance programs. 

The model primarily focuses on evaluating the financial outcomes of system leakage management projects. Model inputs include capital and operation costs, and its resulting benefits, such as water savings, asset life extension, and break and pumping cost reductions. In addition, there is scope to quantify non-financial (qualitative) aspects, such as social / environmental, political / reputational and business improvement. 

The model has been developed in consultation with industry specialists representing a number of water service providers. It has support from DERM and the Queensland Water Directorate. The model complements the Total Management Plan (TMP) financial models currently available to local governments. 

LGIS also provides a training and support function to assist water service providers in optimising the benefits of the models. 

To receive your free financial models on CD, or to discuss this in further detail, contact LGIS on 07 3842 4700 or email contact@lgis.com.au.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.

To add your name to the distribution list, email “subscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au
To remove your name from the distribution list, email “unsubscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au 

Visit qldwater at http://www.qldwater.com.au/ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
